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17/05/20 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

I’d like to start by saying  a heartfelt thank you. This has been the biggest challenge we’ve ever 

faced as a school community and the support and positivity we’ve had from our families has been 

amazing. We’ve received some lovely emails and comments, witnessed genuine acts of kindness 

and had our spirits lifted by updates from our children. The sense of community around our little 

school has enthralled me since I first joined as a teaching assistant 16 years ago and I’ve honestly 

never been more proud to be part of Anston Greenlands. From everyone at school, thank you. 

 

REOPENING OF SCHOOLS 

As you know, the government has announced that schools could potentially  reopen to children in 

FS2 (Wrens), Y1 (Robins) and Y6 (Snowy Owls) on 1st June. This date is not yet confirmed. 

However, in preparation for reopening, we have made plans in line with the government guidance 

as it stands (see below). I know that many of you will have questions about this and I will try to 

answer all of those here. After reading this letter, I will be asking you to let me know whether or 

not you would like your child to attend school, should it reopen on 1st June. 

What is the government guidance? 

If you’d like to read the government guidance around reopening schools, it can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

What will school do to keep children safe? 

Keeping children and staff safe will be our biggest priority whenever school reopens. We have put 

into place a number of plans and risk assessments, in line with the government guidance, to do this 

as best we can. This includes: 

• Providing hand sanitiser around school; 

• Implementing extra cleaning; 

• Continuing to educate children on hygiene rules such as regular hand washing and the 

‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach; 

• Keeping children distanced from each other where possible. 

mailto:office@greenlandsprimary.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings


                                                                                            

I need to be very clear with you that even with all of this in place, it simply will not be possible to 

ensure the 2m social distancing that is in place outside school. We will do our best; class sizes will 

be limited (see below) and children spread out where possible, with all guidance followed. 

However, in practical terms there is simply no way to ensure that a class of children remain 2m 

from each other at all times. The government guidance states, ‘We know that, unlike older 

children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart 

from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we 

are taking this into account.’ 

Please note: It is not recommended that children or adults in school wear facemasks (except for 

adults who need to work 1:1 with children in specific cases). 

The government are asking that children’s clothes be washed each day as soon as possible after 

school, to help control the spread of the virus. To this end, we also ask that any children who do 

attend continue to follow strict social distancing measures outside school. 

How will the school day work? 

We will do everything we can to make coming to school as welcoming as usual. However, to 

minimise the risk of infection, it will unfortunately be necessary to make some major changes to 

the usual school routines.  

Children who choose to attend must do so full time; it is not possible to offer a rota or part time 

timetable. As per government guidance, each class will be split in half, meaning that there will be a 

maximum of 15 children in any one group. These groups will be kept separate from each other at 

all times and children from different groups will not mix with one another. Each group will have 

allocated staff members who remain with them throughout. Please note that children may not be 

with their usual class teacher or in their normal classroom. 

For children in FS2, Y1 and Y6, drop off times will be staggered between 8.40am and 9.35am, with 

pick up staggered between 2.45pm and 3.20pm. We will let you know exact times once we have 

allocated children into groups. Children of key workers will be asked to drop off at 8.40am and 

pick up at 3.15pm. There will be no Breakfast and After School Club at this time. 

It is important to note that parents and carers will not be allowed on site, with the exception of 

FS2 and Y1 parents who will be asked to briefly enter the playground to drop their child at their 

classroom, whilst maintaining a 2m distance between themselves and other parents/staff. No 

parents will be allowed inside the school building and there will be no opportunity to speak to staff 

at this point. Key worker parents will be asked to no longer come onto the school site due to the 

increased number of staff in school. Y6 children will be able to walk to school or could be 

dropped off by parents a short distance from the school gates. We understand that this will be a 

challenge for some parents/carers but ask for all communication to take place via phone calls or 

emails. 

We will ask children only to bring their water bottles, lunch boxes (for those not having school 

dinners) and a snack (there will be no tuck shop available during this period). Children will be 

asked not to bring book bags / PE kits etc. Each child will be provided with stationery etc. which 

will be for their use only. It is also important that children don’t bring in or take home any work 

etc. We can’t wait to see the projects children have done at home but this will have to wait until 

September. 

 



                                                                                            

Lunch will be eaten in the hall, with the option of outside for sandwiches and grab-a-bags if the 

weather permits. This will take place over staggered sittings for one group at a time, with tables 

cleaned between each use. The children will be spread out individually to eat. Lunchtime and 

playtime breaks will be staggered so that individual groups do not interact with each other. 

We will try to keep the rest of the day as close to the normal routine as possible. As yet, we do 

not have detailed plans for the curriculum that will be provided when children return to school. 

However, in line with the guidance this is expected to focus on providing social/emotional support 

and recapping previous learning, rather than teaching new concepts. 

If children are eligible, is it compulsory for them to attend school? 

The government is clear that parents will not be fined for keeping children at home during this 

period. We understand that this is an extremely difficult decision for many families and we will 

support you whatever you choose to do. It is important to remember that all children will need 

lots of nurturing in September, both academically and socially/emotionally. This will be the case 

whether or not they attend in June, so please don’t worry that they’ll be at a disadvantage either 

way. 

I have a child in FS2, Y1 and Y6 with a sibling in another class. Can both children 

come to school? 

Unfortunately not. Only children in FS2, Y1 and Y6, and children of key workers, may attend 

school during this period. 

I have a question you haven’t answered. 

We will send further details of logistics etc. closer to reopening, but please email 

contact@greenlandsprimary.org or call us on 01909 550557 if you have any further questions. 

We’ll do our best to help! 

IMPORTANT: PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SURVEY 

In order for us to safely prepare for school to reopen, please complete the survey below by 

Wednesday 20th May at the latest to let us know whether or not you would like your child to 

attend, if school opens on 1st June.  

www.tinyurl.com/agopening 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I know that this has been an incredibly difficult 

time for many people and I would like to wish everyone well. I sincerely hope that you’re all 

healthy and that you’re managing to make the best of this situation. 

All the best everyone. 

Many thanks, 

 
Mr A Wirth 

Headteacher 
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